Week 1 - TErRM 11

Newsletter

24th April, 2009.

This week at Heywood & District Secondary College

A part of your community...........

From the Principal

Term 2 has startedand
sadlyit has be gun with
tragic news for our College
and the Heywood
community, with our
sincere condolences going
to the Pomery family for
theirsadloss.

Ido hope that everyone had
arestful and enjoyable
break, although our
thoughts goouttoallin our
community who have been
touched by thesad events
of last Thursday.

We welcome Mrs June
Leahy as our Librarian for
two days a week this term,
and also Mrs Rebecca
Phyland, who will be
teachinga new programto
support literacy across the
curriculum —“Green
Literacy” for selected Year 7
to 9 students for two daysa
week this term.

Remember, that the next
Parent/Teacher interview
timewill occur next
Monday, 27 April, for Years
10-12,from4 -6 pm. It
would be very pleasingto
see as many parents as
possibleat this event. If you
haveany questions about
this, or are unavailableto

present for aninterview,
please do not hesitateto
contacttheschool. Please
ensurethatyou are asking
your child to makethe
appointments for interviews
for you.

Term 2 is againbusy with
sport and events other than
class work, so organisation
andplanning iscritical.
Please takethe time to
check with your child /fren
thattheir school work
commitmentsare covered
andorganised so thatthey
have the best possible
chance of success.

This Wednesday, at our
Assem bly, I had the great
privilege to invest our form
captains, (student leaders)
and ackno wledge their
importance in the school as
role models and
representatives on the
Student Representative
Committee.

Please remember to notify
the school with a note or a
phone call if your childis
unable to attend so that our
attendance records are
accurate. If your childis
unwell andneeds to have
work sent, we are more than
happy to support the

leamin g at home.

This Term is when we
embarkon our self -
assessment, asa first stage
of our review, being at the
end of our four-year
strategic plan. This will
involve consultation withall
sectorsof our communityin
evaluating, reflectingand
planning for the future
directions of the College in
thedevelopment ofa new
strategc plan, with the help
of our reviewer, Bronwyn
Van Amerongen. Wehavwe
begun this processinour
first staff meeting this week,
and will be invitingthe
involvement ofallsectors of
our school community
througho ut this term. This
willtake a lot of workand
preparation.

To assist inthis process the
College hasplaced this
year’s Annual
Implementation Plan and
our Annual Reportonour
website —
www.heywoodsc.vic.eduau
Pleasetakethe time to read
these documents or ask for
a copyat the Ge neral Office.

Please keep an eye on the
calendar and check the
School Newsletter to be
aware of what is goingon.
Our Newsletter isnow
published on our website. If
younotice that oneisnot
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coming home asregularly as
it should you can now
access it on line.

Fiona McKenzie
Acting Principal.

From the Assistant
Principal

Thishasbeen a very sad
week with the passing of a
past student, Justin Pomery,
last week. Qur heartfelt
sym pathy has been
extended to the family and
especially to Andrew and
Ben.

At our General Assembly on
Wedneglay | focussed on
our theme of organisation.
Organisationisthe ability to
set goals, manage time
effectively and be

re sponsible for personal
behaviour, items and
belongings. The thoughts
and behaviour associated
with organisation include
setting goalsthat are
achievable, yet challenging;
planning ahead of ime how
and when tasks will be
completed; makng sure you
understand instructionsand
whatis required; ensuring
thattasks are completed
and submitted on time;
bringing all materials and an
appropriate attitude to dass;
and keeping work neat and
orderly. We ask that
parents support usby

stre ssing the importance of
organisation, as we
encourage studentsto
practi se thisvital key to
suceess.

The week hasbeen busy
with Year 12 students
attending a vety informative
Tertiary Information session
in Portland on Tuesday.
Year 11 VCE studentshave
spent yesterday and today
in Geelong and Melbourne
visiting univerdtiesand
inform ation se ssions for
senior studies. Thanks to
Mrs Smith and Mr Prevett
for organi sing the trip and
accom panying students on
such animportant excursion
to enable them to male
informed deci sonsabout
their future.

Our students have been
busy training for the South
West District Athletics
Sports next Thursday.
Thanksto Ms Dridan who
hasenthusiastically given
hertime to coach students

&

It hasbeen a longtime
coming, but it hastruly been
wo th the wait...our new
shade sail areaisvery blue
and vety beautiful — another
area for students tobein
shade, enjoy one another’s
company and abide by our
Sunsmart Policy. Thanks
MsSullivan.

There have been several
instance's of bullying already
thisterm. Thisisdistressing
forthose concemed and will
not be tolerated. Bullying
behaviour is recognised as
a whole of comm unity
concem. The school hasa
re sponsibility for providing a
safe environment that
provides positive conditions
forleaming. We sek
parent/guardian assistance
in dealing with harassing
behaviours. Further

inform ation regarding
approaches to addressing
bullying behaviourcan be
found at:

v.auwhealthwellbeing/
safety/bullying.

Robyn Sutherand
AssistantPrincipal.

Coming Eve nts

Apnl
Mon., 27" _ Parent/Teacher

Interviews, Years 10-
12, 4.00 -6.00 p.m.

Wad., 29" - Year 7 Girls’ HPV
Vaccinati ons

- Yea 10Beacon
Chater Signing
Ceremony, 1.30—
3.00 p.m.
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Coming Events Cont’d.

May

Mon., 4™ - Grade 6 Parent
Information Ni ght
5-6p.m

Tuesday, 5" — Aiming Higher

Celebration Evening
7.30 p.m.

Mon. 11" - Friday, 15"
Australian Business

Week (ABW)

Tues., 19"~ School Council

* ok ok

www. education.vic.gov.
au/prc/

Parents & Friends

Lost Property

Currently wehave an
ssoitment ofitems that are
awaiting collection, e g. bags,
purse, earrings, clothing, etc.
If you have misplaced anitem
please see Ms. Colley to daim
it prior to Friday of next week
(1°* May). All unclaimed
property will be donaed to the
Opportunity Shop.

Parents & Friends are
condicting a Garden Express
Bulb fundraiser. Forms and
money must be returned by
Wedhesday, 29™ April.
Please support this
fundraiser s we can
purchase much-needed
equipment for our students

We have recently purchased
two outdoor table and seat
settings to be usedunder the
new sun shade.

A New Kind of Shade....

From Your Library

NOW CPEN

Victorian Premier’'s Reading
Challenge

Students, itis highly
recommended you sfart
reading.

A full range of books are
available from our library.
Visitthe Premier’s Readng
Challenge website to seethe
booklist.
o

As most students and staff are
already aware we now have
ournew shade structurein
place over near the tennis
coutts. This shade sail adds to
the trees already providing
shade to offer the students
quite a largeshale space The
construdion of'such a shade
area was very expensive and I
thank the school for their
contribution towards funding
The area will also become a
decorative feature and we hope
students will enjoy the com fort

and protection from the sun
that it will provide.

The Parents and Friends’ group
havegladly supplied the
seating that will be placed
beneath the shade cloth. They
havebeen an enormous support
to me in my endeavours to
make our school not only
SunSmat, but astand-out and
aleaderto all other secondary
schools in this area. The

seating will allow for the
option of anoutdoor
classroom that can be used in
the warmer months.

It isnotlong now until sun hats
have tobe packed away forthe
winter. The UV index is
already dropping to 3 and 4.

So on the 1" ofM ay it’s HATS
OFF DAY. Asusud I will be
offering students a sun hat
‘babysitting’ serviceso hats
will not be lost betweennow
and September.

It concerned methat a number
of sun hats went missing over
the Easter holiday break.
Students who do not have sun
hats in September will haveto
buy a new sun hat atthe cost of
$10. Sopleasetakeup my
offer tolook after your hat. It
will be washed, repaired (if
needed) and your name will be
re-written on it.

Personaly, [ would liketo
thank all students for their
support in wearing their sun
hats over the last few months.
You are clearly educated on
theissue of sun care, the
effects of the sun and skin
cancer. Youmake me very,
very proud.

Thank you,
Miss Sullivan.
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Comm unity Notices

PORTLANDAND DISTRICT
BADMINTON A SSOCIATION

The 2009 season is starting! !

WHEN: 7:30pmon
W ednesday, 29™ April.
WHERE: Hey wood Co mnunity
Centre.

Prachtice willdbe on: Wednesd ay
15" and 22™ April (7:30pm).

Everyone is welcome.

For mo e in formation, contact:
MichelleH ayden (0408359 054)
or Michelle Patterson
0438422613).

HEYWOOD
MARKET
Farmers Market, also Trash &
Treasure

Sponsored by Heywood Lions
Club

Saturday, 2" May, 2009.
Village Green beside the Post

Office.
930a.m.-2.00p.m

Stalls available - $10 per site.
Enquiries:

Graeme —0417 106707
Mark - 0412039466

HE YW OOD JUNIOR
FOOTBALL CLUB

MEETING AT THE CLUB
ROOMS
TUESDAY, 28" APRIL
6.15 P.M.

ALL WELCOME.

Foster Care Needed
For Young People

Ifyou’ve everthought about
Foster Care
NOW ould bethe 1 ght time!
Dare to care by fostering a
b ghter future for a young
person.

Anyoneinterested inbecming
a fostercarer or finding out
more information about what is
involvedis invited to contact
Pam Jackson or Mar on Noye
on 5561 8888 at Brophy
Family & Youth Services.

Bonjour! Ciao! Or just plain
G’day!

INTERESTED IN

HOSTING ANEXCHANGE
STUDENT?

Open a door to other countries!
Expose your family to another

cultureand extend yourfamily
unit on an internatio nal le vel.

World Education Program
(WEP) is looking for Volunteer
Host Families for I ntermtional
Students arriving inJuly, 2009.

Students from Belgi um, Italy,
Braizl, France, and G ermany
arelooking for families who are
prepared to welcome them into
the r homes as a family
member.

These young ambassadors are
looking for life-long friends and
a place to call home during their

stay. If you would like more
information on becominga Host
Famil y, please contact our
National Office.

World Education Prog ram
Toll Free: 1300 884733

Ph: (03)9598 4733

Fax (03)9598 4233
Email: wep@wep.org.au

Aninformation pack can be sent
on request.

It’seasier than you think and a
fantastic experience for all!
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Dear Parents/Guardians

Heywood & District Secondary College — staff, students and community, would like to convey their sincere
oondolences to the fanily of Justin Pomery, a past student of the College, after the tragic loss of his life last
Thursd ay night.

At this tine, we recognise and celebrate the life of Justin a a valued member ofour College community. Our staff

and students have been advised of this sad news, through a specia staff briefing, whole school assembly and this
parent newsletter. This will enable our community to stand together, support each other and acknowledge our
oollediveloss.

We have been reassured by the care and concern demonstrated by students and teachers in the support offered at this
diffi cult time. Also, we have in place at school a support system which involves our Student W elfare Co -ordinator
and psychologists from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development. This team of counsellors
will be available to speak with any student/family who feel the need to consult with someone on a confidential basis.

Please contactus to make all necessary arrangements.

Your son/daughter may be affected by this death in many different ways. Reactions may include not wanting to go
to school, crying, anger, not wanting to be alone, lack of concentration, sleeping or eating problems.

It would be best for school routine to continue as normally as possible and for students to attend each day. There is

no doubt that we have al been saddened by this event. Every effort is being made to support students at school and
we feel sure you will bedoing the same at home.

Heywood and District Second ary Collegeis here tosupportits community insuch tragic circu nstances.

FonaMcKenze
Acting Principal
Heywood & District Secondary College.




