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From the Principal

This week has again been
unbelievably busy with our
first site-meeting with SKM
who will project-manage our
new Science Learning
Centre. We met with the
architect and a site opposite
the General Office on the
grassed area was agreed
upon; many visits in store
over the coming weeks with
surveyors and the like will

assess the suitability of this
and ensure that it will work
well for us as a school. A
covered walkway and a
paved raised pathway were
put on our ‘wish list’ for this
project and much
negotiation determined how
we maximize our best
opportunity in the creation
of such a fabulous building
for the future learning of our
students and for use by our
community. This will go to
tender at the end of this
month and the building
should begin late September
to early October —so it has
begun, and it is exciting
times ahead!

Our reviewer arrived on
Wednesday and has receive
all of the data that she
requested to make her
judgements against our
progress across our last
strategic plan. She had a tou
of the school led by studentsg

whilst classes were in

operation, and met with our
School Council President,
Ross Price, and our
leadership team to plan the
two days for our diagnostic
review in September.
Consultation across the
school community will be a
major part of this review.

We continue to look for
ways to improve our school.
This year one of our
Professional Learning
Teams has completed an
audit, based on our data, of
our Years 8-10 programs to
see how we can better
engage these students in
their learning. The
discussions throughout this
process have enabled us to
reflect on our current
practice by investigating and
evaluating our outcomes
across a range of measures.
A plan has been formulated
and is going through the
process to be ratified as a
new program to enhance the
outcomes for our students.
A large part of this is each
student being fully
responsible and accountable
for their learning. Please

encourage this as often as
possible at home.

Excursions and camps are a|
important component of our
teaching and learning
program, to expose our
students to learning

opportunities that we cannot
facilitate in the confines of
our College or in our rural
setting. Our Year 11
Biology students are away
on a three-day camp and ou
Year 8 students went to
Kryal Castle yesterday to
reinforce what they are
learning in their Humanities
lessons. They arrived back
at school full of excitement,
from a day filled with
experiential learning
reinforcing the lessons in
class. This is another
wonderful experience for me
to have an opportunity to
have these conversations
with those students and see
their greater understanding

of what has been taught as a

consequence. Thanks to oy
staff, Kristen Hill, Jeremy
Prevett, Christine
Borowiecki and Alice
Taylor, fortheir efforts and
organisation of such
invaluable events for our
students’ learning.

Next week, 35 of our 15
year-old students have been
selected to undertake the
Programme for International
Student Assessment (PISA)
— an international sample
assessment program. We as
a school have been
randomly selected to
participate in this OECD
measure, across 68
participating countries. This
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data is used across a variety
of nations to better
understand our youths’
understanding, motivation to
learn, their performance and
preferences for learning
situations. All data is kept
strictly confidential and not
identifiable, being used as a
representative sample from
350 Australian schools.
Each student who
participates will receive
their results and a certificate
of participation.

Enjoy the weekend.

Fiona McKenzie
Acting Principal.

From the Assistant
Principal

Last Friday was Schools’
Tree-Planting Day. Year
7 students each planted a
tree, ably assisted by our
Ag. and Hort. students
and some VCALers as
well. The CALMclass

also participated in the
day. As these trees grow
over the coming years |
am sure students will all
look back with pride in
having contributed to
such a living legacy.

Tuesday saw a wonderful
excursion by our Ag. and
Hort. students to the
Hamilton Sheep Vention.
Itwas an awesome day
with everyone gaining
many insights about
farming and those
businesses associated
with this industry. Ms
Borowiecki and myself
were extremely proud of
the way our students
conducted themselves.
They are truly great
ambassadors for our
school and community.
Our four young sheep
judges entered the junior
sheep+udging
competition where there
were many entrants and
some stiff competition.
The girls really did a great
job, demonstrating their

knowledge and keen
enthusiasm about meat
sheep. Well done to
Keely Price who took out
the third place sash.

Ms Hill's Year 11 Biology
class set off on a three-
day expedition to the
Little Deserton
Wednesday. Theywere
very excited and will have
a great opportunity to
learn about a different
habitat and its associated
fauna and flora.

Tuesday evening was the
launch of our Great
Victorian Bike Ride

Sponsorship drive. Our
Aiming Higher students
gave a run-down to
parents and members of
the community of their
progress so far in
organising a team of
riders, a support team
and amedia crew. As far
as we know we are the
only school with a whole
school level entered,
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which is terrific. In order
to raise moneythe
students have already
organised a wood chop
and secured prizes for a
raffle. In addition,
sponsorship from the
YMCA and Glenelg Shire
has also been promised.

It's always great to see
students excited about
their leaming. Raquel
Hollis built this DNA
model and was over the
moon!

Why “It's Not OK to be
Away’: when students
stay away from school
their leaming and
friendships are affected
and their teachers can
become frustrated and
disappointed because
learning becomes
disjointed and difficult.
Students who stay away
from school miss the
introduction of new work;
fail to complete work;
miss revision; fall behind
with their learning; may

lack confidence and feel
embarrassed because
they cannot do work the
class has been studying;
can find it difficult to break
into established friendship
groups and develop good
friendships with their
peers. We encourage
parents to ensure your
child attends regularly. If
there are absences, can
you please ensure you
send a note when your
child retums to school? If
you require extra work to
be senthome please
contact your child’s Year
Level Coordinator or
myself.

Robyn Sutherland
Assistant Principal.

Coming Events

August

Wednesday, 5 Friday, 7
—Yr 11, Biology
Camp - Little Desert

Monday, 17 — Friday, 2¥
Year 11, Mt. Hotham
Ski Camp.

Friday, 28" — Deb Ball

Monday, 31—
Parent/Teacher
Interviews, 2-7 p.m.

* * %

Yr. 9 Snow Camp

The Year 9 Snow Camp at
the B.O.E.C. (Bogong
Outdoor Education Centre)
and at Fall's Creek was an
amazing camp. The food
was great, we all loved the
pool table, the facilities were
great and of course, the

skiing was an unforgettable
experience — especially
Emily’s backwards slide all
the way down the hill, Anna
and Jess’s collision, and
Ashleigh’s very own bum-
skiing style.

Library News

Among the new books
arriving in the library are
"Don't Breathe a Word" by
Marianne Musgrove. This is
a 137 page fiction book
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about Mackenzie and her
efforts to keep a secret;

and "Spud, the madness
continues..." by John van de
Ruit. This is a 341 page
fiction book about Spud
Milton and his second year
at an elite boarding school.

Sound interesting? They are
now ready for borrow ing.
Just see Vicki @ your
Library.

The Premier’'s Reading
Challenge is still happening
within the school. So,
please keep reading, then
recording your books. Any
problems? See Vicki in the
Library.

The latest Scholastic Book
Club has arrived. Anyone
who wants brochures
should see Vicki in the
Library. Remember, all
books sold = extra books for
your Library. Orders and
money are due back by
Monday, 10™ August.

Careers

Deakin University — Free
Open Day

Deakin are offering a free bus
service for interested students
and their families.

Sunday ¢' August — Geelong
Campus

Bus departs Warrnambool at
8.30am — opposite KFC
Departs Geelong —2.00pm

Sunday 18' August —
Warrnambool Campus
Bus departs Portland at 10am

from central location (exact
details to be provided at time
of booking)

Departs Warrnambool Campus
at 2.oopm

For further information or to
book your place, contact
Melissa Harvey on 92468071
or See Mrs Smith at school

* % *

Marine Science Careers
Day

Melboume Aquarium’s
Aquatrist for a Day program
gives secondary students
interested in a career in
marine science an opportunity
to experience life as an
aquarist at Melbourne
Aquarium. This day-long
program includes basic
training in aquatic animal
husbandry, food preparation
and animal feeding. Students
will also discuss further study
and career path options with
gualified marine scientists and
animal husbandry experts.
Dates: School Holidays

Age: Secondary students only.
Time: 8:30am to 3:30pm
Cost: $70.00 per student
Bookings are essential, phone
9923 5911.

2009 Australian

Guidelines to Reducing
Health Risks from

Drinking Alcohol

http ://www.nhmrc.gov.au/pu
blications/synopses/ files/ds

10-alcoholga.pdf

Young People under the
age of 18: For children and
young people under the age
of 18 years of age: do not
drink alcohol at all (as this is
the safest option)

Children under 15 years of
age are at the greatest risk

Therefore, for this age
group, not drinking

alcohol is espedally
important.

For young people aged
between 15-17 years, delay
the introduction to

drinking for as long as
possible.

Making School Safe

News of the suicides of four
students from one school
rocked parents, teachers an
kids across the State.

“The key is in addressing
relationships”, a
psychologist says.

Programs that
parents/students may find
useful:

www.bullyingnoway .com.au
www.beyondblue.org.au
www.cybersmart.gov.au
www thefinger.org.au
www.parentsvictoria.asn.au
www.kidshelpline.com.au
www.netalert.qgov.au

of harm from drinking.




