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From the Principal 
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Fiona McKenzie 
Acting Principal.  

From the Assistant 
Principal 

Yes, construction of our new 
shade sail area has begun!  
We are  very excited by this 
latest addition to the areas 
that students can use for 
shade.  It has been a long 
time coming...but it will be 
well worth the wait. 

  
Mr White’s VET IT class has 
been upgrading the cabling 
under the  school thi s week.  
They have also installed 
wireless access fo r Room 16.  
This i s another example of 
students putting their learning 
into real practice.  
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This week the Year 7 ’s have 
been enjoying a te rrific camp 
at Allestree as well as a 
range of activities out at 
Bridgewater, including 
abseiling, caving and 
canoeing.  They have al so 
been practi sing their 
teamwork and organi sation 
skill s.  Thanks to all the staf f 
who have made this 
important introduction to the 
students’ secondary school 
life so enjoyable.  

Walking around the school at 
lunchtime and recess i s fo r 
me a refreshing experience, 
observing students playing 
sport and for the main, 
enjoying each others’ 
company.  

It is concerning, however, to 
hear of instances of 
harassment.  I rem ind all 
students that we will not 
tolerate such behaviour and 
our processes in dealing with 
it are very clear.  We ask that 
parents support us in thi s 
matter by encouraging their 
child to report such 
behaviour.  Thi s will assi st us 
in ensuring that our school 
environment i s a safe and 
welcoming one. 
 
Robyn Sutherland 
Assis tant Principal.  

Coming Events  

February         
Monday, 23rd -  School       

Swimming Sports 
 
March  
Monday, 2nd – Inter-School  
  Swimming Sports 
Wed., 4th    -   BBQ – 2009 new 
 Parents/Students. 
Thursday, 12th – School Photos 
Thursday, 19th – School 

Athlet ics Sports 
Monday, 30th – Inter-School  
 Athlet ics Sports 
 
April     
Wed., 1st   - Parent/Teacher 

Interviews 
Friday, 3rd – End of Term.  
 

      *  * * 
 
 

BBQ  -  An Invitation to all  
Year 7 and new  students 

& parents to H&DSC 

 
Year 11 VCAL students are 
hosting a BBQ for Parents of 
Year 7 students and new 
parents to the school.  This 
will be a great social 
opportunity to meet your 
student’s teachers and other 
parents.   
 
When:  Wednesday, 4th   

March, 6.00 p.m. 
 
Where:  Apex Park, 

Cameron Street, 
Heywood. 

 
RSVP:  To Form Teachers by  
 Friday, 27th Feb.  
  

 
 

School Council Elect ions  

Notice of Election and  Call for 
Nominations  

 
An election is to be conducted  for 
members o f the School Council o f 
Heywood & District Secondary  
College.  Nomination fo rms may be 
obtained from the College Office 
and must be lodged by 4 .00 pm, 
Friday ,  20th February , 2009. 
 
The ballot will close at 4 .00 pm on  
6th March, 2009. 
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Year 11/12 Students 

 
Year 11 Design and Tech . students 
are designing a collaborative  
project for ou r Semest er 1  
Outcome. Our project is to build a 
community bench for the fire- 
ravaged schools  o f eastern Vi ctoria.  
�   
 
The Year 11/12 Woodwork crew is 
searching for ti mber suitable for 
out-door usage and would  
appreciate any donations. 
Suitable ti mbers  are j arrah, red gum 
(must be aged to so that  it will not 
warp), t eak, silver ash , mountain 
ash, oregon  or any ti mber you think  
may  be suitable. Your help  would 
be greatly appreciated .  �  
 
Thanks:  Steven, Ti m, Brenton, 
Steven, Kodie, Josh, Jake and  
Michael. 
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Thank You 

 
New bag trolleys  have been 
complet ed fo r the Year 7 
classroom.  
Thanks to Ms  Colley  and  her 
helpers, Ti m Holland  and  Brenton 
Haby, as well as Phil, for his g reat 
painting. 
 

From Your Librar y 

 

 

 
 
Ar e you organized for r eading 
time? 
 
The Library staff are happy to 
find you the perfect book.  
 
 

Parents & Fr iends 
Fundraiser 

 
To start the year with a little 
bit of indu lgence, we are 
having a slice drive to kick us 
off. There is a good variety of 
slices and other treats. They 
range from  $4.00 to $9.50 
and m ost com e in a re-
useable conta iners.  
Additiona l order form s are 
available from  the General 
Office.  

 
 Please return all orders and 
money (cheques m ade out to 
H&DSC) by Monday, 2nd 
March.   
  
Thanks fo r your support.  
�

Comm unity Not ices 

 
 
The I naugural Australian Youth 

Fo rum (AYF), 

youThink  
is to be held on 

Friday, 20th Februa ry. 
 
If you are between 15  and  24, you 
can log  on to the web-site, 
www.youth.gov .au to have your s ay 
on two topics: ‘ Violence and 
Safety’ and ‘Contributing to our 
Democracy’. 
 
 
  
 

WOOD WINE & ROSES 
FESTIVAL 
Breakfast 

Friday, 27 th February  
7.30 – 9.30 a.m. 

 
Friday , 27th February, Heywood 
Consolidated School  are starting 
the Wood Wine and  Ros es Festival 
with breakfast in  the Main Street.   
 
Menu:  
     Egg & Bacon Mu ffins  
     Raisin Toast  
     Fresh Fruit Salad  & Yoghu rt 
     Orange Juice 
     Tea 
     Coffee                
     Milo. 
 
All welcome 
to come and 
join us between 7 .30 and 9 .30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HEYWOOD & DIST RICT 

BASKETBALL 
ASSOCIATION WINTER 

SEASON COMMENCING 
16TH MARCH, 2009.  

 
Men’s Competition – remain same 
with entered teams. 
 
Women’s Competition – Invitational 
– play ers will be allocated into ev en 
teams. 
 
Men’s teams and Women’s names 
need to be in to Merelyn by March, 
3

rd
. 

 
“Have-A-Go’ Basketball”  

Come and Try Day 
Tuesday, March 3rd, 7 .00 p.m. 

Community Complex 
 

Anyone who  is interested in playing 
basketball, pleas e feel  free to come 
and join in –  free drink bottle to 
give away!!!  
 
Anyone interested in umpiring or 
attending an Umpiring Clinic 
please contact Merelyn. 
Insurance Fee:  $26 per player 
Game Fee:         $5.00 per game. 
 
Please cont act Merelyn as  soon as  
possible with teams and names.  
Phone:  5527 1733 or 0427 178115 . 
 
 
 
 
 

PORTLAND AUTISM 
SUPPORT GROUP 

Meeting Dates for 2009 
 

13th March       14 th May 
11th June         13 th August 
10th Sept.         8 th October 
12th Nov.          10 th Dec.  
 
Venue:  Portland & District  

Hospital East Function 
Room 

Ti me:     10 .00 a.m. –  12 noon . 
Contact:  Kathryn 5523 6014  
                Betti  0400  002173  
 

ALL WELCOME 
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Staying Safe in 
Cyberspace  

 
Cybers afety is a growing  concern to 
everyone in the community. Many  
young people now us e mobile 
phones, websites, blogs and chat-
rooms to maintain a social network.  
 
Iness, a Brisbane based educational  
organistion is pres enting 
cybers afety  workshops to  all year 
5,6,& 7  students in the Portland 
Network on  Tuesday 3  March. 
 
A Parent Fo rum is bei ng held at 
Po rtland Art Centre (formerly 

CEMA) on Tues day, 3 March a t 
7pm. 

This will cover some o f the 
following issues:  

·  Do you know where your 
children go  online? 

·  Do you know what your 
child is doing online? 

·  Do you understand the 
social netwo rking web 
sites they use? 

·  What are the indicators 
children are at risk? 

·  What are some p rotective 
and preventative 
measures? 
 

 
 

Cybersafety – How can 
you help your kids? 
 
Young people use many new 
technologies such  as  mobile 
phones, websites, blogs and chat- 
rooms to maintain a social network. 
Many parents are not as 
technologically competent as their 
children, but there are many things 
you can  do to  imp rove you r 
understanding and knowl edge about 
safe internet  usage. 
 

·  Familiarise yourself with 
new technologies, explore 
sites and teach yoursel f 

·  Talk with your children 
about the social networks 
and di fferent sites  they 
use, show an  interest 

·  Put the computer in a 
public space in the home 

·  Make an agreement with 
your child and s et 
boundaries for use o f 
computers and mobile 
phones – consider whether 
they should have them in 
their bed room at  night 

·  Ask to look at your child’s 
pro file on social 
networking sites  

·  Restrict  inappropriate 
content by using  filters 

·  Be aware o f potential 
dangers  and  know and 
how to report them 

·  Ensure young  people keep 
their pro files  private –  
never give out personal 
information  

·  Make sure children know 
what to do when  they  
encounter bullying or 
inappropriate content  

·  Talk with young  people 
about their on-line 
“friends” - never meet  
anyone without your 
knowledge and without 
taking precautions 

·  Discuss the risk and  
disadvantages o f using  the 
Internet . 

 
An FREE Internet Guid e for Parents 
wi ll be available at the C yb ersafet y 

Parent Forum on Tuesday, 3 March  at 
7:00pm at the Portland Arts Centre 

(formerly CEMA)  

 

Cyberbullying  

 
What is  it?  
Cyberbullying is when  mobile 
phones, websites, blogs or 
chatrooms are used to bully others. 
It may t ake the form o f insults, 
ridicule, posting malicious or 
private info rmation, posing  as 
someone els e in a chat room, 
putting photos of people on a web  
site with derogatory comments, 
spreading malicious rumours  or 
intimate details, s ending cruel o r 
threatening messages  or tricking 
someone into sharing private o r 
sensitive in formation. 
 
 

Why does i t occur?  
Many people engage in 
cyberbulllying because they feel 
they can get away with it, because 
it is invisible, or the absence o f 
feedback  leaves them without guilt 
or a sense o f responsibility for their 
actions. 
Young people are o ften reluctant to 
tell parents  or t eachers , as they  
believe they are not able to  help o r 
stop it or that  they fear they will 
have their phones or computers 
con fiscat ed. 
 
What can you do? 
·  Protect mobile phone numbers 

and have a s ecure pin  
·  Know that anything you put  

on computer or text could be 
public knowledge - the us e o f 
these technologies creates a 
digital footprint , which means 
that once a message o r photo 
is posted or sent it is always  
traceable, even i f it has been 
deleted. 

·  Keep messages  or printouts as  
evidence o f what has  
happened 

·  Talk with parents and t eachers  
– schools are serious  about 
stopping cyberbullying 

·  Ensure pro files are kept  
private 

 

The Digital 
Footprint 
The use of these new technologies 
creates a digital footprint , whi ch 
means that  once a message o r photo 
is posted or sent –  it is always 
traceable, even i f it has been 
deleted.  
 
Many young people are ignorant 
that the info rmation or photos 
posted on social networks or text 
messages could become public 
knowledge.  
 
Some o rganisations even ask to  see 
your social  networking pro file as  
part of recruitment p ractices. They 
will make decisions about  whether 
you are an appropriat e candidate fo r 
the position based  on this! 
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