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From the Principal 

 
Welcome to all for the start of 
the new school year.  I hope 
that everyone had a restful 
and enjoyable break.  
 
At my first General Assembly 
on Monday as the Acting 
Principal of Heywood, there 
seemed to be a sea of excited 
and interested faces in the 
theatre on their first day back.  
The students looked fantastic 
in their un iforms and were 
respectful and courteous 
throughout.  I asked them to 
make sure that they make a 
conscious decision to strive to 
do their best in all areas of 
their lives – to care about 
what they do.   
It was lovely to see our new 
school captains, Cassandra 
Vandermey and Mark Bond, 
conduct this first assembly so 
well.  I look forward to 
working with them and the 
House Captains in promoting 
student leadership and 
student voice in our school.  
It was wonderful to be 
welcomed by so many 
students in the morning as 
they introduced themselves to 
me in the yard and the 
corridor. 
 
Our staff  spent their first 
three days working hard in 
preparation for the return of 
our students and undertook a 
full day of professional 

learning prov ided by the 
Region in this time.  Literacy 
training and the use of on- line 
assessment tools were also 
undertaken.  Professional 
learning teams of staff have 
also been established to 
support the identified 
priorities in our plann ing for 
whole school improvement 
and improved student 
outcomes by keeping the 
focus on learning.  This year 
we have three new staff 
joining our team. 
 
I know that the Year 12’s 
have a busy year ahead and I 
encourage them to work hard 
and aim to do the very best 
they can in their final year at 
the College, in all aspects of 
College life.  I also welcome 
all of our bright and bubbly 
Year 7 students and any other 
new students, along with their 
families, to Heywood 
Secondary College.  They are 
beginning another journey in 
their learning with lots of 
opportunities across their 
time in secondary school.  
Welcome to our community.  
I look forward to the various 
opportunities to meet parents 
and carers and I sincerely 
hope that you will visit the 
College to meet us when you 
are able. 
Enrolments are still being 
finalised and at this point we 
have 189 st udents enrolled, 
which is great to see.  If you 
are unsure of your situation 

for 2009 please contact the 
school for a meeting.  
 
I would encourage all 
students and parents to 
familiarise yourselves with 
the College rules and 
procedures.  These are listed 
in the diary, but if you have 
any queries please contact the 
school for clar ification. 
 
As it is also a new beginn ing 
for me at the College, I look 
forward to my journey 
together with the Heywood 
learning community after 
such a successful start to the 
year.  I will work hard to 
ensure that all students are 
provided with a quality 
education and life experience.  
“It’s great to plan, bu t more 
important to then work the 
plan”.  Anon.  
 
Fiona McKenzie 
Acting Principal.  
 
New Sta ff 2009 : 
Ms. Ki m Dridan  -   P.E. 
Mrs . Kathy Hilder  -  Maths/           
                 Science 
Mr. Adam Dyke   -  Computer     

Technician  
 
Temporary Replacements 
Mrs . Sue Hanson   - Mrs. Rosa        

James  
Mr. Joel Burch - Mrs. Melinda  
     Radcli ffe 
Mr. Jeff Stewart  -  Mr. Mick                                       

Morrow  
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From the Assistant 
Principal 

 
 
Wecome back everyone.  
Our student leaders did a 
great job in organi sing and 
running the general assembly 
on Monday.  Our theme for 
the term will be “getting 
along”.  Both Mark and 
Cassie spoke about the 
importance of doing this and 
also what  makes our school 
so special. 
 

 
 
A warm welcome to our Year 
7 students.  I know that lots 
of energy and planning have 
gone into ensuring their 
learning space and 
curriculum will improve their 
learning outcomes. 
 

 
 
Our SunSmart policy is in full 
swing which i s really terrific 
to see.  
 

Just a rem inder to students 
and parents that our uniform 
policy lists stud earrings and 
sleepers worn  in the ears, 
plus watches, as the only 
acceptable jewellery.  
White polo shirts a re the 
listed  tops.  A white T-shirt 
may be worn underneath as 
long as it does not have 
logos that show through the 
polo top.  We ask for parents’ 
assistance in ensuring their 
child wears appropriate 
uniform.  
 
Robyn Sutherland 
Assis tant Principal.  
 
  

Coming Events 

 
February 
Monday, 9th – Tuesday, 10th 
 VCAL Leadership 
 Camp - Allestree 
Tuesday, 10th – Friday, 13th  
 VCE Study Camp – 
 Ballarat Universi ty.  
Tuesday, 17th – Yr 7 & 10  
 Vaccinations 
 School Council 7.00 pm 
Wednesday, 18th – Friday, 20th  
 Year 7 Camp – 

Allest ree 
Monday, 23rd -  School       

Swimming Sports 
 
 
March  
Monday, 2nd – Inter-School  
  Swimming Sports 
Thursday, 12th – School Photo’s 
Thursday, 19th – School 

Athlet ics Sports 
 
 
April                                             
Wednesday, 1st -  Inter-School  
                            Athlet ic Sports 
Friday, 3rd – End of Term.  
 
 
 

 
Tutoring Progr am at 

HDSC resumes for 2009 
every Tuesday, 3.30 p.m . 
– 5.00 p.m. Comm encing 
Tuesday, 10 th  February. 

 
Students participating in this 
program are given nourishment 
and refreshment throughout the 
year to encourage them to 
remain after school for these 
highly valued sessions once a 
week.  
 
Staff make thei r time available 
to support student learning in a 
wide range of subjects – Maths, 
Science, Engl ish, Humanities 
and study techniques, exam 
preparation and supervised 
homework.  
 
Mr.Clint Foster (M athemat ics/ 
Science), Mrs Kathy Hi lder 
(Mathematics), Mrs Robyn 
Sutherland (VCAL 
Mathematics) and Mrs Christine 
Borowiecki (English/SOSE) 
will be available in Room 12  to 
assist students in understanding 
and completing set work . 
Students of al l abilities are more 
than welcome to attend.  

 
Make the most of the 

opportunity to improve your 
understanding and results in 

2009!!!! 
 
C. Borowiecki  
Curriculum Coordinator.  
 
 
 

Student Welfare 
Coordinator  

 
The school’s Student Wel fare 
Coordinator, Ms  Heather Thomas, 
is available to couns el students 
and/or parents; can facilitate 
mediation s essions; make referrals  
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to outside agencies, or the visiting 
Education Dept psychologist, and 
also provide some help with 
uniforms .  Please don’t hesitate to  
contact her i f necessary. 
 
 

Australasian English 
Competition 

 
Students may  volunteer to 
participate in this competition. It is 
conducted later in the year, and  
students in all year levels  may 
participate (separate tests). If you 
wish to sit this test, pl ease bring  
$6.60 to you r English teacher on or 
before February  27th. 
 
 
 

Personal Goods Brought 
to School at Owner’s 

Risk 

Personal property is o ften  brought 
to school by students , staff and 
visitors.  This can  include mobile 
phones, calculators, toys, spo rting 
equipment and cars parked  on 
school premises . 
 
The Depart ment  o f Education and  
Early Childhood Development does 
not hold insurance for personal 
property brought to s chools and  
will not be responsible for any loss 
or damage to  such  property. 
 
 
 

Education Maintenance 
Allow ance & 

Conveyance Allowance 

 
A reminder to  parents who  are 
eligible and have not yet completed  
applications for either the 
Education Maintenance Allowance 
(holder o f a Health Care Card) or 
Conveyance Allowance (resides 
more than 4.8  km from the nearest  
school or school bus s ervice) must   
apply prior to the end  of next week . 
 
 
 

 

Librar y  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SunSmart  Success 

 
Two  years ago Heywood  and  
District Secondary College took the 
initiative and became a SunSmart 
Secondary School.  I  am so  proud  
of the efforts of all students and  
staff.  It is very i mportant  for our 
own health to remain sun-s afe – the 
risks are far too high in today’s 
cli mate. 
Students have been educated on 
how to be sun-safe, and daily UV 
readings have helped  with thei r 
understanding o f the dangers the 
sun poses to young skin.  Many  
students are abl e to estimate the 
daily UV l evels accurately.   
The Year 7 students had their own 
special viewing o f a PowerPoint 
presentation outlining the school’s 
policy, and  all students were fitted 
with brand new sun hats kindly 
donated by  the Parents Group.  I 
would like to thank them personally 
fo r their ongoing support . 
�

Other important SunSmart 
reminders: 

- wear sun hats to and from 
designated shade areas  

- if you choose not  to wear a 
hat, ensure you are sitting 
in an appropriate 
designated shade area – 
not just any ‘bit’  of shade 

- new trees have been 
planted so watch  your step  

- new shade-s ail 
construction begins  next 
week 

- if it is raining the UV rays 
can still penetrat e cloud 

- don’t forget to apply 
sunscreen and drink pl enty 
of wat er 

- no other hat, cap or beanie 
is to be b rought to s chool 

- casual hats can only  be 
worn i f you are leaving the 
school grounds on an  
excursion that allows you  
to wear casual clothes  

- CaLM students are to wear 
their sun hats when 
working outside, 
regardless o f their casual 
work clothes , as they  are 
still on the school grounds  

- wear sun hats fo r all 
outdoor PE class es 

- keep you r collapsible hat  
(bucket or su rf) in your 
locker 

- don’t share o r swap your 
hat for hygienic reasons  

- don’t take or hide other 
students’ hats 

- remove hats when inside 
the school building –  
canteen included  

- if you lose your hat you 
must buy a new one (cost 
$10) 

- don’t forget Miss 
Sullivan’s ‘babysitting’ 
service for the months  
when hats do not  have to 
be worn  

- 1st of September, one thing 
to remember (wear your 
hat);  1st of May ,  hats off 
day (keep your hat s afe – 
don’t lose it). 
 

I will be making the effort  to see 
any student who has  not sort ed out 
his/her sun hat – i f I  have not done 
so already.  Stay  safe! 
 
Thank you  all fo r you r cooperation 
and support.  

      
Miss Sullivan 
SunSmart Coordinator.       
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Education Maintenance 
Allow ance & 

Conveyance Allowance 

 
A reminder to  parents who  are 
eligible and have not yet completed  
applications for either the 
Education Maintenance Allowance 
(holder o f a Health Care Card) or 
Conveyance Allowance (resides 
more than 4.8  km from the nearest  
school or school bus s ervice) must   
apply prior to the end  of next week . 
 
 
 

Comm unity Not ices 
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This is an affordable, fun 
day out for all the family. 
 
Some fea tures of this 
year’s Show : 
 
.  The “Howdy Cowdies” –   
    rov ing music and    
    entertainment 
 
.  Pet com petition, art and  
   Lego competitions  
 
.  Scarecrow  competition 
 
.  Mobile animal farm 
 
.  Old fashioned games –  
   sack race, egg & spoon,  
   3-legged, etc.  
 
.  Highland and National  
   Dancing 
 
.  Cooking, vegies, flow ers 
 
.  Free stagecoach rides  
.  The Snake Handler 
 
.  Speed Shear competi tion 
 
.  Free rides on the  
   mechanical bull.  
 
 
Tw o free bus services from 
Portland and return (see 
Portland Observer, Friday, 
13th for times).   
 
For information/bookings 
phone Robyn Nunn on 
5529 5271. 
 
 
 
 
 

Tennis Coaching 
Heywood 

   
 

Commencing Monday, 9th 
February , 5.15 p .m. 

 
Bookings  -Spo rtspower           

5523 1464 

PORTLAND NETBALL 
ASSOC.        

        
AUTUMN TWILIGHT 

COMPETITION 
 

Grades:  Masters, Open, 
15/Under, 13/Under, 11/Under 
and Netta. 
 
Competition to commence 
Monday, 9th February.    
 
Enquiries to 5523 5483. 
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February, 2009. 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
Welcome back to the sta rt of what p rom ises to be another exciting school year. In Victoria, we 
are fo rtunate to have a world -class education system with a strong and vibrant government 
school  
system at its core. One of the greatest gifts we can all give our children i s the solid foundation of  
a high-quality education. We are always working hard to improve so that every child can thrive,  
learn and grow. 
Government schools a re an important part of their local community. The people who make our 
school s g reat places for your child – principals, teachers, staff and school councillors – are 
dedicated to p roviding the best education possible for our children. 
One of the most ef fective ways we can do this i s by being actively engaged in the education of  
our children. We can all help our children develop the knowledge, skill s and learning strategies 
they need to engage in lifelong learning. Di scussing your child’s homework, talking with them 
about current events and encouraging them to make a positive contribution to society are all 
important ways in which you can support your child’s journey through school.  
I also encourage you to become actively involved in your child’s school community. It helps 
children achieve the best possible learning outcomes. You can participate in school life, both 
formally and informally, through volunteering and staying up to date with your children ’s learning  
progress th rough regular contact with their teachers.  
More information on Victorian government schools can be found at www.education.vic.gov.au or 
Education Line ph 1800 809 834 can provide further advice and assi stance.  
I wi sh you and your children all the very best  for the year ahead. 
 
 
 
 
Hon Bronwyn Pike MP 
Minister for Education  
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SENATOR THE HON JAN McLUCAS 

Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister f or Health and Ageing 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

5 February 2009  
 
PARENTS AND TEACHERS WARNED OF BACK-TO-SCHOOL ASTHMA SPIKE 
 
The Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Ageing, Senator Jan McLucas, today urged parents and teachers of children with 
asthma to ensure they have an up-to-date Asthma Action Plan as students begin a new school year. 
 
The Australian Government has allocated $5.4 million to the Asthma Management P rogram (AMP ) in 2008-09 to produce best 
practice treatment, encourage proactive management and reduce the personal, social and economic impact of asthma. 
 
An important component of the AMP  is the Asthma Friendly Schools Program.  This program, which will receive around 
$1.4 million in Australian Government funding in 2008-09, provides training for teachers and asthma management guidelines for 
schools. 
 
Senator McLucas said that an Asthma Action Plan could prevent serious attacks by helping people with asthma recognise 
worsening asthma symptoms and giving them clear instructions on what to do in response. 
 
“In February each year, we see a dramatic increase in the number of school-age students being hospitalised and attending 
Accident and Emergency departments due to asthma-related il lnesses,” Senator McLucas said. 
 
“People with asthma, particularly children, are more vulnerable to the extreme temperature changes and respiratory viruses which 
students can be exposed to when they return to school. 
 
“I urge parents and teachers of children with asthma to reduce their risk of having asthma attacks by ensuring they have an up-to-
date Asthma Action Plan.” 
 
Senator McLucas said the risks of asthma attacks among children increased at the start of the school year and it was important to 
prepare as a family. 
 
“The spike in asthma-related hospitalisations among school-age students at the start of each school year is a stark reminder that 
asthma is a serious health condition which can, at times, be fatal,” Senator McLucas said.  
 
“Children with asthma can lead full and healthy lives with the help of their GP , but we cannot afford to be complacent. 
 
“Developing a written Asthma Action P lan with your GP  is an integral part of asthma management. It is a must for every child 
with asthma to have a current plan.” 
 
The Australian Government has allocated $5.4 million to the Asthma Management P rogram (AMP ) in 2008-09. 
 
The AMP  aims to facilitate best practice treatment, encourage proactive management and reduce the personal, social and 
economic impact of asthma. 
 
“Eighty-five per cent of schools across Australia are involved in the Asthma Friendly Schools Program, which provides training 
and support for staff to deal effectively with asthma,” Senator McLucas said. 
 
“It is important that school staff are prepared to deal with asthma, particularly during these periods of increased risk.” 
 
Further information on asthma management is available through Asthma Foundations Australia (www.asthmaaustralia.org.au) and 
the National Asthma Council Australia (www.nationalasthma.org.au). 
 
Media contact: Derek Tipper 0434 663 757 


