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From the Principal 

The first semester of 2009 
has come to an end with 
things winding down.  The 
VCE students have         
completed examinations and 
the GAT.  I wish all students 
the best with their results.  
Reports are completed and 
printed and hopefully all 
students and parents are 
satisfied with the outcomes 
achieved and the advice for 
improvements. 
 
We are very proud of our 
students.  So many of them 
have achieved so much.  As 
parents, I would ask you to 
challenge your child with 
the questions:  What have 
you learnt this semester?  
How would you describe 
your work habits?  Are you 
getting the very best from 
the opportunities in your 
education?  These questions 
can form part of the 
discussion which can then 
help your child set his/her 
own personal learning goals 
for the next semester, and 
help frame the conversations 
that you will have with our 
teachers. 
 
Striving for excellence, 
getting the best out of 
oneself and setting and 
achieving goals creates 
satisfaction and fulfilment.  
Avoidance or taking the 
easy option often leaves us 

with a sense of 
dissatisfaction and 
sometimes even negativity.  
A wonderful attribute of our 
school is the creativity, 
energy and optimism of our 
staff and students.  On a 
daily basis, we have 
outstanding examples of 
complex thinking, creative 
achievement and wonderful 
class collaboration.  If every 
student is able to see 
themselves as an achiever 
she/he has begun the journey 
to success. 
 
There are many innovative 
plans for improving our 
curriculum and environment 
being discussed at the 
moment.  We have a great 
deal of energy going into the 
development of a new 
curriculum, different ways 
of delivering the curriculum, 
particularly with the use of 
technology, and creating 
better systems for pastoral 
care and student 
management. 
 
Our ideal is that every 
student identifies an interest 
or passion and pursues that 
with energy and 
commitment.  It seems 
simple but I know that some 
of our students have no 
extra-curricula activities and 
no after-school pursuits.  It 
is important to try to foster 

involvement in an area of 
interest. 
 
Have a happy and safe 
holiday break.   I look 
forward to seeing you all 
refreshed and ready for a 
fresh start to next term.�
 
 
Fiona McKenzie 
Acting Principal. 
 
 

From the Assistant 
Principal 

 
It’s the end of Term 2 and 
what a terrific term it has 
been:  lots of good 
learning happening in 
classes; excursions to the 
Barwon Prison, 
Warrnambool Court and 
Deakin University; winter 
sports trips, clay bird 
shooting training and 
inaugural competition; 
preparation for the Great 
Victorian Bike Ride; mid- 
year exams and NAPLAN 
testing; Reconciliation 
and Education Weeks; 
our annual Grade Six 
Maths Games Day; 
Australian Business 
Week  and much more, 
have added to the great 
experiences we provide 
to our students as part of 
our learning community. 
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Ms Dridan, Ms Sullivan, 
Mr Michael Greenham 
and Freya Price 
accompanied an 
enthusiastic bunch of 
Aiming Higher students 
who tackled the Portland 
to Cape Bridgewater leg 
of the 2009 Great 
Victorian Bike Ride, on 
Tuesday.  This was in 
preparation for the ‘real 
deal’ which will happen in 
November, and will 
involve all our students, 
whether riding, providing 
support or reporting via 
our professional media 
unit.  This really is a very 
exciting project for our 
students to be involved in. 
 

 

Our Materials Studies and 
Woodwork classes have 
been finishing off their  
projects for the term this 
week.  The results are 
simply outstanding! 

 

Year 7 students and staff 
were trained this week in 
fire-extinguisher use.  Our 
thanks to Tim Rogers for 
organising the trainers 
from Hamilton CFA to 
come and address us.  
 

 

Congratulations to Tim 
Holland who kicked a 
massive nineteen goals 
last weekend.  Awesome 
effort, Tim! 
 
I wish all students and 
staff a wonderful break 
and I look forward to 
seeing you all again in 
Term 3. 
 
Robyn Sutherland 
Assistant Principal. 
�

Coming Events  

July 
Monday, 13th – Term III 

commences. 
Sunday, 26th – Friday, 31st 
 Year 9 Bogong Ski 

Camp. 
August 
Monday, 17th – Friday, 21st 
 Year 11 Mt. Hotham 

Ski Camp. 
 
     *  * * 

 An Afternoon With Sam  

On Monday, 22nd of June, 
motivational guest speaker 
Sam Caw thorn came and 
spoke to all the students at 
our school. 
 
After a short introduction, 
Sam w ent on to explain the 
event that changed his life 
forever:  a high - speed 
collision w ith a truck, an 
accident that proved almost 
fatal.  Sam “died” that day, 
and even w hen doctors 
managed to revive him the 
odds w eren't in his favour. 
His injuries w ere severe. His 
right arm w as amputated 
and the doctors said he 
would never walk again. 
Sam shared how  hard it w as 
to hear that he'd be in a 
wheelchair for the rest of his 
life; how  he'd never be able 
to w alk his daughters dow n 
the aisle or continue playing 
guitar.  How ever, he then 
continued by saying that 
after a year of tough 
rehabilitation he stood up 
out of that w heelchair and 
defeated the odds by 
walking again. 
 
The w ay Sam spoke w as 
both humorous and tragic at 
different times, as he 
explained the obstacles he 
had to overcome and 
encouraged us to put our 
ow n problems into 
perspective.  Sam w as an 
amazing speaker and his 
talk w as thoroughly enjoyed 
by both staff and students.  
He is a talented person and 
an inspiration to the 
thousands of people w ho 
have the privilege of hearing 
his unbelievable story. 
 
By Karley Beatty.  

FRENCH CORNER 
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1) Mélanger les oeufs et le 

lait (plus un peu de sucre). 
2) Faire tremper le pain 
3) Faire cuire le pain 
4) Et voilà ! Bon appétit ! 
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Celebrating 100 years of 
Distance Education  

 
The Distance Education Centre 
Victoria (DECV) is celebrating 
100 years of Victorian 
government distance and 
correspondence education.  A 
celebration for past students, 
teachers and friends of the 
DECV and the Correspondence 
School will be held at DECV 
Thornbury on the afternoon of 
Sunday, 18 October, 2009, 
start ing at 2.00 p.m.  We also 
seek memories or memorabilia 
of the last 100 years.  Please 
RSVP to 
centenary@distance.vic.edu.au 
or write to the DECV at 315 
Clarendon Street, Thornbury, 
3071. 
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Help support the Year 9 
Aiming High students make 
it to the Great Victorian 
Bike Ride by purchasing 
some hardwood: 
 
$60 / cubic metre 
Extra  $10 (per trailer) to be 
delivered 10km radius of 
Heywood 
 
$25 (per trailer) to be 
delivered 20km radius of 
Heywood. 
 
 

DELIVERED 
WEDNESDAY, 8th 

JULY  
“Great price, great 

cause” 
 
 

Pre-order to avoid 
disappointment. 

 
 
Call Judy or Jenny on  
5527 1303 to leave your 
name, address and phone 
number.  Phone Kim during 
the holidays on   0421 
500198. 
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