Week 6- TERM 1

Newsletter

13th March, 2009.

This week at Heywood & District Secondary College

A part of your community...........

From the Principal

This week has beensuch a
disruptive week, with my
attendanceat regional
briefingsin Warrnambool

meaningthat | have hardly
beenin the school.

As usual, much has been
happeningin the school with
school photos, the firstSRC
meeting with our new
studentleaders and lots of

produ ctive lessons across the
classrooms.

The House Athleticsare on

Thursday of next week, and
should be attended as a
whole community, a vital
ingredient of belongingand
having fun together. Thisis a
very important whole College
event on our calendar, with
the athletics eventsbeing
one focus ofthe day. We
have few opportunitiesto
celebrate asa whole
communityand | hope that
parentsvalue the elements
of positive social interaction,
identitythrough activity and
the support and
encouragementof those who
are talentedin sport. It
should be a great occasion
and onethat allstude nts are
expected to attend. Parents
are always welcometo

attend any of our whole
school activities.

Our new School Council will
meet next Tuesdayand at
the Annual General Meeting
it will be my pleasure to
thank the retiring members:
Jim Mclear, Vicki Gallpen,
Jenny Goreyand Susan
Showler fortheir service and
welcome the new and
returning membersto our
governance group. Asa
College community we
appreciate those that are
prepared to take part in
developingand supportinga
positive direction, culture
andethos at Heywood and
District Secondary College.

Interim Reports are getting
closer and we look forwardto
meeting parents at the Parent
— Teacher interviews on
Wednesday, 1% April.
Interview times will be
confirmed at a later date. It
would be wonderful to see as
many parents as possible, but
should you not be able to
attend feel free to phone the
(ollege andorganise atime
to speak to the teachers of
your child/ren. The
discussion heldat this time is
vital to establish directions
for the year. It helps to
identify issues and the
interaction promotes a
relationship between the

teacher andthe parent — this
can be invaluable if or when a
sudent needs more suppott.

Fiona McKenzge
Acting Principal.

From the Assistant
Principal

Frank Monger and Janet
Phillips did a fantastic job
yesterday taking student
and staff photos. We
expect the photos to be
available before the end of
termand I'm surew ew l
al look extremely
beautiful!!!

Whie | am on the subject
of beauty ...Ms

Borow iecki’s Year 7
Material Studies class
have produced some
amazing jew ellery this
term. Thecabinets near
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the canteenw here their
workis displayed is

av esome..w ell done
everyone.

The VCAL Intermediate

Numeracy students have
spent the last several
weeks measuring,
calculating and costing the
paint required to repaint
the bin surrounds. The
actual painting took place
thisw eek. Andthey did a
great job...arealteam
effort. Part of the process
will dso be a Pow erpoint
report w hich includes an
evaluation of theirw ork
and planning for a
celebration.

On Tuesday, Ms McKerzie
and myself attended a
meeting in Warrnambool to
discuss our school review.
These take place every
fouryears andw ew il be
conducting this process
over Term 2. The intial
phase of the process, as
we reflect onwhat we have
achieved overthe past four
years; andset goals to
ensure long termstrategic
andsustainable success,

i the coming four years; is
to carry out a self
evaluation. The questions
wew illbe asking staff,
school council, parents
andstudents will be: w hat
does our school do well?,
what wouldw elike to see
our schooldong wellin 5-
10 years time?; and w hat
are the things w e need to
work on, in order to build
the bridge betw een the first
W oquestions? Further
dscussions will take place
surrounding achievements
andfurther improvements
i the areas of student
kearning, student wel-
being and engagement as
well as student pathw ays
and transitions. This
promises to be an
opportunity to have
meaningful discussions
with all areas of our school
community and we are
lbokingforward tothe
process.

Robyn Sutherland
Assistant Principal.

Coming Events

March

Tuesday, 17" — School Council
AGM 6:45 p.m.

Thursday, 19" —School Athletic
Spoits

Monday, 30" — Inter-S chool
Athletics Sports

April

Wed., 1st -Parent/Teacher
Interviews —Times to
be confirmed.

Friday, 3* —End of Term.

Monday, 20" — Term I1
commences.

Wed., 29" - Yr. 7 Girls HPV
Vacdnati ons

LAST WEEK

What doyougetif you add 2to
200 fourtimes —202, 202, 202,
20211

THIS WEEK

Find a number whose double
exceeds its quarter by 7.

Sports New s

Last Friday e ght students s wam
in Warmambool for the South-
West Swim Meet. It was a
successful day with some great
results. Emma Lynch was the
standout performer with a 2"
placein the S0m B utterfly,
which now sees her off to
Melboume on March 25th to
swimin Western Zone at
MSAC. Congratulations to al
students and best of luck to
Emma.

Shamah Mdls eal
Sports Coordinator, 2009.
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Donations may be given to
Mark.

All the adion happens in
ROOM 16 at lun ditime on
Tu es day, 17" March.

Work Skills Workshop
Portland Aluminum

Book Club

The latest book club is curertly
av ailable. Copies are on the
table outside the General Office,
or available from your friendly
lbrary staff, Sue or Vicki. Any
arders and money are due back
to Sue or Vicki by Tuesday, 24"
March.

Rememkber: Every item you
arder, earns your School FREE
books. Good for 10 minutes’
reading as well.

*%k Kk Kk

Tuesday, 17th March

Mr Morrow and Mr Burch
Wi ll shave their heads.

Mr White
Will shave his beardif we raise
$500.

If weget $1000, Mr Foster will
shave his head.

If any students would like to
ol our their hair, they may do so
with agold coin donation.

Pleaselet Mark or Zoeknow
before Tuesday, 17" March.

On Tuesday, as part of their
Work Rd ated Skills course,
VCAL students atended a Work
Skills Workshop at Portland
Aluminium Smelter. The
purpose of the visit was to
extend e
OH&S |
knowledge [
ad work
through
some
hazard analysis and problem-
solving scenaios.

After aninteresting introductory
presentation on the smelter,
Antonie Jacaobs, areliability
specialist, guided students
through a ‘Root Cause
Analysis’ activity. Antonie
explaned tha theprocess of
using’S Why' questions
(designed toisol ae the most
likely cause of aproblem) was
amed at preventing arecurrence
of a problem, rather than
providin ga temporary solution.

Later, Ricky Kohlman stressed
the importance of work safety
becoming a natural part of
workplace culture and male
safety seem simple by
demonstrating how the smelter
performs a Hazard Identification
Risk Assessment (HIRA). He

then organised students into
teams to wotkshop their own
risk assessment scenarios and
soluti ons.

Mal ol m treaed students to a
comprehensive site tour and
informative commentary. At the
end of the day, students were
dleto take away valuable
practical skills whichthey can
now putinto pradice at home,
school and inthar future
careers.

Alice Taylor
VCAL Co-ordimator.




