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From the Principal 

It is Education Week, with 
visits from Grade 6 students 
and parents, beginning with 
an assembly with young 
volunteers as our guest 
speakers.   Our Year 7 team, 
Stephanie Tashkoff, Peter 
Stephens and Kristin Hill, 
invited our prospective 
Grade 6 students from our 
neighbouring schools to 
participate in a “Come and 
Try” morning on Tuesday.  
They collected the students 
in our school bus and we 
had 37 bright young people 
eager to participate in the 
program we designed for 
them.  Tanya Logan had 
them working in teams to 
perform a play with props 
and costumes in our theatre.  
There were some very 
creative performances on 
varied themes. They then 
went on a tour of the school 
with a highlight being the 
two calves that we have as a 
part of the “Cows Create 
Careers” program which our 
Year 7’s are participating in.  
Science, Sose and PE 
activities followed with the 
Grade 6 students asking 
whether they could stay for 
the whole day.  This was a  
wonderful opportunity and 
experience for them to see 
our facilities and programs 
in action. 
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In the afternoon we had a 
performance on “Techno 
Bully” for the whole school, 
highlighting the dangers of 
social networking.  The 21st 
Century has seen the advent 
of a totally new and 
innovative form of social 
networking amongst our 
students. Gone are the days 
of meeting at the milk bar or 
going for a walk, run or bike 
ride to chat.  The new way 
for our young IT natives is 
through texting, emailing, 
chat rooms and networking 
websites.  An amazing fact 
is that social networking 
websites make up at least six 
of the top fifteen websites 
worldwide; examples of 

these are Youtube, Bebo, 
Facebox and My Space.  
Schools are scrambling to 
come up with ways to 
reduce their impact, 
especially in terms of their 
capacity to be an anonymous 
method of bullying and 
harassment.  It is essential 
for parents at home to have a 
real awareness that there are 
undesirable people out there 
who anonymously trawl 
these sites, masquerading as 
young teenagers.  At school 
these websites can be 
blocked, but what as parents 
can you do at home?  Our 
children are so proficient 
with IT that there is very 
little chance of us "oldies" 
knowing what they are up 
to, even though we may 
think we have knowledge of 
it.  In most cases these social 
networking sites are fun, but 
there are things we can do to 
safeguard and protect our 
most precious resources, our 
children.  There is an 
excellent resource for all of 
us to use to cope with this 
new phenomenon; we 
encourage all parents to 
access the following website 
for tips 
http://www.netalert.net.au/d
efault.asp 
Please do not hesitate to 
contact us should you have 
any queries or concerns on 
this matter. 
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Have a fantastic weekend. 
 
 
Fiona McKenzie 
Acting Principal. 
 

From the Assistant 
Principal 

Education Week!!! And 
what a week it has been.   

 
On Tuesday we hosted 
our Grade 6 ‘Come and 
Try’ day.  37 students 
from our feeder primary 
schools attended for a fun 
morning of activities, 
getting-to-know you 
drama games, a practical 
science session, learning 
a new dance routine and 
a tour of the school.  I 
certainly enjoyed 
spending time with them 
and was impressed with 
their enthusiasm, energy 
and terrific questioning of 
our staff about our school.  
This has been many 
months in the planning by 
Ms Tashkoff and her Year 
7 transition team, and 
reports back from the 
Con. School indicated 
that their students had a 
fabulous time and are 
looking forward to next 
year. 

 
 
Our new calves, named 
Milo and Sugar, enjoyed 
meeting our visitors on 
Tuesday. 
 

 
 
On Tuesday evening, I 
visited the clay bird 
shooting team at 
Tyrendarra Shooting 
Club.   What a talented 
bunch of shooters we 
have.  They were 
practising in readiness for 
their first competition at 
Coleraine on June 1st.  
Believe me, it is not as 
easy as it looks to hit 
those clay targets.  Ms 
Dridan has put a massive 
effort into organising 
training sessions and 
transport.  We also thank 
parents and carers for 
their enthusiasm and 
support. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Our open morning on 
Wednesday was well 
patronised by parents.  It 
began with a massive 
morning tea provided by 
Ms O’Dea’s Catering 
class and our Principal, 
Ms McKenzie cut our 
‘education cake’.  This 
was followed by guided 
tours from junior SRC 
members to a range of 
classes.  Our staff really 
must be congratulated on 
the range of engaging 
learning activities that 
they provide on a daily 
basis, and in particular on 
Wednesday, they 
included such things as 
fingerprinting, designing 
book covers, investigating 
Ancient Greek trade, 
making trays, researching 
famous French people, 
presentation and analysis 
of local weather data, 
learning about respiration 
and our brains, as well as 
reading texts and play 
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presentations, to name a 
few.   

 
‘Cyber bullying’ was the 
theme of a drama 
production for the whole 
school on Wednesday 
afternoon.  This hard -
hitting play presented by 
Natalie Taylor and Glen 
Phillips, two very 
professional polished 
actors, was extremely 
believable and helped 
students understand the 
very real issues 
surrounding this all-too 
prevalent form of 
harassment.  The 
outcomes can be 
devastating for victims, 
and the consequences for 
perpetrators can include 
fines, criminal charges, 
and in some cases, 
imprisonment – this is 
serious and it is against 
the law.  Getting these 
massages across can 
sometimes best be done 
through drama and 
comedy as it was through 
this play.   
 

Robyn Sutherland 
Assistant Principal. 

�

Coming Events  

 
June 
Tue., 2nd – Yr. 7 PING Melb. 

Symphony Orchestra 
 Concert  

11.00 – 12.30 p.m. 
 

Mon., 8th – Queen’s Birthday 
 Holiday 
 
Tue., 9 – Thur. 11th  - 

 Year 11/12 Exams 
 
Friday, 12th – Pupil-Free 

Report Writ ing Day 
 
Friday, 26th – End Term II. 
  
 
     *  * * 
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Calf Rearing  

�
This May at H&DSC, Year 7 
students are working on a calf 
rearing program which 
involves looking after two four 
week-old calves for a period of 
three weeks. 
 
Students must feed the calves 
daily, clean their water, put 
wood shavings in the shed for 
the calves to lie on, and make 
sure the gates are locked at the 
end of the school day. 
 
Students will be able to learn 
some of the skills of becoming 
a farmer.  This may contribute 
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to the skills of workers in the 
dairying industry in the future. 
 
When the calves leave the 
College, they will st ill be 
looked after for another ten 
months, then the males will 
become steers for beef and the 
females will become milking 
cows. 
 
When the calf rearing program 
is finished for this year, 
students hope that they can 
help teach the Year 7’s next 
year about the program.  
Meanwhile they would like to 
be able to still work in the vege 
garden and plant native plants. 
 
Blake Rogers, Year 7. 
 
 
 
�

Parents & Friends 
Fundraiser  

   
  

You are invited to a  
Meal & Music night  

at the Heywood Hotel on 
Friday, 19th June at 7pm. 

 
Tickets:   $25 per person. 

This includes a 2-course meal 
and music by Top Choice 

Entertainment (Jeff Mizzi).  
 

For tickets contact:  
Jenny Gorey or Vicki Gallpen 

5271303 
Karen Mizzi 55271891 

 
 
  
 
�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 
 


